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sidiary alliance with the English. At the head
of this party was Ramchundur Wagh, the com-
mander of Apa Saheb's private troops, before his
elevation to the regency; a man who had the
character of a daring, deep-designing Mahratta.
The Naeeb was himself of a restless disposition,
and a great lover of intrigue; and it was not
long before he showed a decided preference to the
counsels most suited to this turn of mind. In-
stead of giving his attention to the reform of his
internal administration, the object which the mo-
derate men endeavoured to press upon him, he
greedily listened to schemes for the concentration
of all power in his own hands or those of his im-
mediate dependants. Nagoo Punt was of that
class; but Nurayun Pundit was one of the old
advisers of Raghoojee; and having been the im-
mediate instrument, whereby the British alliance
had been effected, he was early thought to be too
much attached to that nation, and to have its
objects more at heart than those of the Bhoosla
family. So long, however, as Pursajec lived, and
as there was a party in the state possessed of
influence not derived from himself, Apa Saheb
felt his dependance on his English allies, and did
not venture to break finally with Nurayun, who
was supposed to enjoy their fullest confidence.
A-plan was, therefore, laid to relieve the Naceb
from e?e*y source of apprehension on this head: